Games to Play- to gather children or get their attention
A. Parachute—a proven kid-magnet!

The reaction of children to a parachute has changed little over the years; they are nearly always excited to see it! The parachute provides a plethora of fun games in which children can take part and which can even teach them about teamwork in the process! Parachutes are available for order from any educational toy and activity supplier including teacher stores and several online suppliers. Here are just a few things that you can do with this toy:

- Just lift it!—Simply have the children grab the handles and lift it up over their heads so that it forms an umbrella shape.

- Step forward, everyone!—After the children have lifted the parachute over their heads, have them take a step forward and then bring the parachute down behind them so they are all inside of it.

- Switch it up!—Before lifting the parachute, assign two children to switch places. As soon as the parachute has been lifted, those two children must run quickly underneath it and assume each other's positions on the outside of the parachute. The goal is to move quickly so that the parachute does not fall on them!

- Keep it in there!—Place a beach ball in the middle of the parachute. Have the children move the parachute up and down so they are bouncing the ball. The goal is to keep the ball inside of the parachute!

- Run it around!—Simply run around in a circle while holding onto the parachute! (For the safety of the children and the parachute, instruct the children to STOP immediately when told to do so!)
- Shake it up!—Have the children shake it at different speeds: slow, a little faster, a little faster still, fast, really fast, very fast! (Review that "STOP" rule!)

B. The ultimate beach ball—five times the normal size!

A beach ball bigger than some of your small children? That's right, and because it's a light beach ball it's quite safe, even for the little children. Like the parachute, it can also be used in a variety of ways.

- Just toss it!—It may seem like a simple game of catch to you, but if they've never seen a ball like this before, it will be far from simple.

- Break the ice!—Toss the ball to a child and ask him a question. You can begin by simply asking his name; then you can move on to other questions. If there are only a few children or all the children are wearing name tags, try to say each child's name before you toss the ball to him. This will make him feel special and will help the other children learn one another's names as well.

- Volley it!—They've never seen a game of volleyball like this! Use a long strip of tape or a long rope to divide the two teams. Usually this game works best if the children sit Indian-style (criss-cross applesauce), so that all children get turns to hit the ball. You can vary this game by having the children hit with only one hand or by having them sit with their backs to one another rather than facing one another.

C . Relay it with H2O

Divide the children into two teams and give each team two small buckets; one bucket should contain water and the other should contain a water ball. Have each team form a line behind its bucket with the ball. Place the buckets with the water approximately ten yards away; find a good running distance appropriate for the ages in your club. When the teacher says go, the first person on the team takes the water ball and runs down to the bucket with the water in it. He dunks the ball into the water, runs back, squeezes it into the empty bucket, and tags the next person. The children continue to do this until they have filled their buckets to a certain point determined by the teachers ahead of time (you may want to indicate this point in the bucket by using a small piece of tape).

The first team to get the water in their bucket to this point wins.

D. Bubbles—BIG numbers!

Bubble guns can be purchased at your local discount store that can blow out a WHOPPING 100 bubbles per minute! Pop 'em, chase 'em, stand in awe of 'em; you'll more than likely see it all.

E. Gospel Colors Games
- Gospel Snowball Fight

Materials needed:


white paper, wadded it up to represent snowballs (this can be used copy paper)


one ball of each color: black (or dirty), red, gold


line, cord, or tape (to set the middle boundary)
Divide into teams and set a middle boundary.  Set a 2 minute time for a contest where they toss the snowballs feverishly at each other.  The goal is to have the least snowballs (points) on your side. A side, unannounced, goal could be extra points for the dirty snowball, negative points for the red and gold. Call time and maybe give a reward to the winners.  Let this lead into the Gospel presentation using the Wordless Book colors. 
- Gospel Over and Under

Materials needed:


4 of each – things that are yellow (gold), black, red, white, green (balls, candy, cups, balloons, etc.)

Divide the children into 4 teams (there should be no more than 15 on each team.  If there are more than 60 children you can divide into more teams-then you would need more items-OR have the children take turns playing). The children from each team stand in line with the fronts of the lines meeting together (like the spokes of a wheel).  Put all your items in the middle.  At the whistle, the 1st person in line picks up an item and passes it under his legs to the next person.  That person takes the item and passes it over his head to the next person.  The item proceeds down the line over/under until the last person puts it in a container then runs to the front and starts the whole process again. The goal is to get one item of each color in the container at the end.

- Gospel Balloon Relays

Materials needed:


2 balloons of each color: gold (yellow), black, red, white, green
Line up the children by team.  No more than 8 children on each team. Have a starting line and a turning around point.  For each of these relays, when the whistle blows the first person in line goes to the turning around point and comes back to his team’s line.  He passes the balloon to the next person then sits down at the back of the line.  When everyone has gone and the whole team is sitting down, they are done.

· Balloon Tap – it must be kept in the air.  If it drops the person picks it up, takes 2 big steps back, then keeps going.

· Balloon Hop – keep the balloon between the knees and hop or waddle.  If it falls out, the person must stop, take 2 steps back, put it between their knees and keep going.

· Balloon Kick – use only the feet to move the balloon.
F. Jumping Game
Materials needed:  a CD with at least one fun song with good words.  

Everyone will jump in place.  When a person can’t jump anymore, he sits down and stays seated until the end of the game.  Give a prize (or simply a “Well Done”) to the last 3,5, or 10 standing (depending on how long you want to go).  If you leave your “spot” and bump another person, you automatically sit down.

The majority of the children will LOVE the games mentioned above, but a few children may not be comfortable with them. This could be due to limited skill level, age, shyness or even a need for more quiet (sometimes seen in autistic children). Don't force children to participate in activities they may not be comfortable with; know and be prepared for a variety of games so you have something for everyone. Here are a few simple, common ideas:

- Hot potato; Duck, Duck, Goose
- Catch

- Throwing a ball through a hula hoop

- Tossing a football, baseball or Frisbee; kicking a soccer ball
- Playing a game of soccer, basketball, etc.
