Lesson 1 – Gold Page - NIV
Memory Verse: 
John 3:16


“For God so loved the world that he sent his one and only Son that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Introduction:
Think of the name of someone who loves you. When I count to 3, everyone whisper that name. 1-2-3.  Lots of people love us but I know someone who loves you and me more than everyone else ever could.  See if you can find out who that is as I read a verse from the Bible.
Presentation:
God says in the Bible …(read John 3:16 from your NIV Bible, allowing the children to follow along on the visual).  Who loves you more than anyone ever could? God does! God told his friends to write down things He wanted the whole world to know.  His friends wrote down those things and they became part of the Bible.  The Bible is God’s message to the whole world! 

Read the verse together, saying the address at the beginning and end.
Explanation:
(Teach the signs as you explain each part.)


For God so loved the world – God loves all the people in the world, including you.

that he gave his one and only Son – He loves you so much that He sent His only Son to 


die for your sin.  Sin is anything you think, say or do that breaks God’s laws.
that whoever believes in him – Anyone who chooses to believe in Jesus as the one who 
died and rose again to pay for his sin.

shall not perish – When you believe in Jesus, you will not have to be separated from 



God forever in a place of punishment.
but have eternal life – Instead you’ll be forgiven of your sin and have life that lasts 
forever with God in Heaven someday.

Read the verse together, saying the address at the beginning and end and doing the hand motions.
Application:
Unsaved: Do you know how much God loves you?  He loved you so much that He sent His only Son, Jesus, to take the punishment for your sin. Have you ever believed in Jesus?  If you haven’t, you can believe in him today!  Listen carefully during the lesson.  You will find out how you can believe in Jesus so you will have life with Him forever.
Read the verse together, saying the address at the beginning and end and doing the hand motions.

Saved:  Maybe you have already believed in God’s Son.  God wants you to tell others about him.  They need to know that believing in Jesus is the only way to have life forever in Heaven.  You could even use this verse to tell them about Jesus!

Read the verse together, saying the address at the beginning and end and doing the hand motions.
Repetition:
Hand Motions & Song (changed from book)
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Teach the hand motions below.  If you know the song, sing it while doing the hand motions. 

Also do


“only” with index finger pointed up


“whoever” flap hands back and forth against each other











