Maximizing the Involvement of 5th Graders in Good News Club
Many Good News Clubs experience a decline in attendance of their older children, especially 5th graders.  Below are some suggestions to keep your 5th Graders exited about club. 

1.  Involve them in service opportunities in club. 


A.  Technology –

-  Power Point – Let them run the Power Point for everything except the Memory


 Verse and Bible Lesson.

- Sound – They can start and stop the CD for songs and puppet script.  



Give them a schedule with the numbers for each song included.


B.  Songs – let them hold the visuals, demonstrate the motions and even participate in 


coming up with motions for songs.


C.  Puppets – as soon as they check in, they will have time to practice several times, 


using the CD.

D.  Grade helpers – they can be assigned to a younger grade (K5-2nd) to help listen to 


verses, write out prayer requests, etc.


E.  Teaching parts – If very faithful and dependable, they can be assigned parts of the 


teaching for the club such as missionary story, Wondertime, Gospel Activity.  


Make sure you listen to their presentation before allowing them to do it for club.


F.  Drama – Choose a part of the lesson that can be dramatized and write out the script. 


It should include about 4 people with a few lines each.  This has been done for 


you on the Helps CDs. Give these to the chosen students the week before needed.


Call them over the weekend to make sure they are memorizing and practicing out 


loud. On club day, after checking in, the “drama group” practices their 



presentation (under the guidance of a teen or adult leader).

Special privileges should include responsibility.  It is important to set up requirements for 5th graders to be eligible to be helpers in club.  It is suggested that they be required to say their memory verse and have completed their Wondertime Devotional Book.  If there are discipline problems, there should be a suspension of privileges.  When presenting the service options you have decided upon for your club, make sure you clearly present the eligibility requirements also.

2.  Plan special times for the 5th grade.

     The 5th grade shepherd(s) need to plan out of club activities for this group.


A.  Lunch at school – if all the 5th grade eats at the same time, find out from the school 


what the procedures would be to get the group together for a special treat at lunch 


time.  Bring some food most of the clubbers will like (pizza usually works, plus a 


dessert).  Eat together.

B.  Plan an outing - Make sure that at least 2 GNC trained adults are present at all times. 


 Avoid overnight events. An outing can be recreation or service oriented.


C.  Graduation - When planning your “end of the year” event, make a big deal of the 5th 

             grade graduation.  Remember, the lower grades are watching.  There are “Year 


 End Suggestions” on your Coordinator CD under “Miscellaneous.”
Jobs for 5th graders.
· Prayer requests - put in grade box Snack time helpers- k-5 and 1st grade 

· Hold song signs 

· Teach the motions to the songs 

· Memory verses- mark with a permanent marker 

· Wonderbooks- put stickers on each page done 

· Help keep order in younger classes 

· 2:30-3:10 two or more 5th graders are assigned to each grade. They stay with that grade until lesson time dismissal. 

· 3:10 -3:45 two or more different 5th graders are assigned to go to lesson time to sit among children and help them sit still, and help participate in review game time. Also sit with them during carline dismissal. 

· Make them a Leader in Training or Leader Trainee tag to hang with their name tag. 

· Plan an activity for the 5th graders at the end of the year, or at least give them some kind of recognition at the end of the year. 
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