



Follow-Up Procedures





What is Follow-Up?


         It is visitation of the child in his home to encourage church attendance 


         and possible reach other family members for Christ.





Why do Follow-Up?


	1.  Part of the purpose of CEF


	2.  Children need to get established in a local church


		a.  For Spiritual growth


		b.  For Fellowship


	3.  Whole families can be reached for Christ.


	4.  Opportunity to see and meet the physical needs as well as Spiritual 


	     needs of the family.





When to Follow-Up?


        Within a week from the time a child makes a decision for Christ.





Who to Follow-Up?


       Children who have made a decision for Christ, check the records to see:


	1.  If they are members of a church


		a.  The pastor of their church needs to be informed


		      i)  Ask the pastor, “Once we have an appointment with


                                       them, would you like to come with us?”


                                  ii)  If the pastor says he will get with them later then say,


                                       “We will tell the family that you will be in contact 


                                        with them.”�   		b.  This needs to be done tactfully and with the child’s best 


                                  interest in mind.


		c.  Should not be a contest or comparison of churches


		d.  Two weeks after pastor contact, the Follow-Up


                                 Coordinator should make a follow-up call, asking  the


                                 pastor for an update on the family (i.e. family attending        


                                 church, parents received Christ, etc.)


	2.  If the child is not a member of a church, the adopting church must


                   do the follow-up











	   How to Follow-Up?


	1.  Call child’s home for a time to visit


	     Possible conversation starters:


	     “My name is ___________.  Your child, ____________, has been


	     coming to our After-School Good News Club at ______________  


	     Elementary.  I am a teacher/helper at that club and I would like to  


 	     come and tell you what _________ has been learning.  When would 


	     be a convenient time?”


	2.  Take another GNC worker or church member 


	3.  Be prepared with prayer


	4.  Know the child well, especially how to pronounce his name


	5.  Introduce yourself and your partner and recognize the child if he is 


	     there


	6.  Tell the parents how thrilled you are that their child has been coming


 	     and point out something about the child’s participation, such as his


	     singing or learning a verse, etc.


	7.  Steer conversation around to where they attend church.


		a.  If they are not attending anywhere, invite them to your 


		     church


		b.  If they are attending somewhere, encourage them to 


                                  continue to be faithful


		c.  Assure them that you do not want to take them from their


		    church, but that you want them to be receiving Spiritual food


		d.  Find out the Spiritual status of the parents/guardians


		e.  Look for the opportunity to present the Gospel


			1.  This may lead to a salvation decision or


			2.  May lead to assurance or counseling


		f.  Pray with family before you leave


		g.  Find out if there is any other needs they may have that your


		    church can help with:


			1.  Physical


			2.  Counseling


			3.  Spiritual material


	8.  If parent or guardian is not receptive about child’s decision then:


		a.  Be gracious and thank them for allowing you to come.


		b.  Tell parents you hope their child may still attend GNC.


		c.  Do not pressure parents in any way, but make this a


		     pressing matter of prayer.





Script of Possible Conversation Between Volunteer and Child with Parents





Volunteer:  “My name is _________ and this is ___________.  We are delighted to have ____________(child’s name) in our Good News Club.  We especially like how she listens to the Bible Lesson and remember her Bible verse.  We want to share with you what _______ has been learning from the Bible.”





Parents:  “That will be fine.”





Volunteer  (speaking to child):  “________________ (child’s name), can you tell your parents what our Bible Lesson was about at the last club?”





Child:  “We learned about how God is Holy.”





Volunteer:  “That’s right, and what did we learn that ‘Holy’ means?”





Child:  “God has no sin.”





Volunteer:  “Yes, and what is sin?”





Child:  “Anything we think, say or do that does not please God.”





Volunteer:  “Who has sinned?”





Child:  “All of us.”





Volunteer:  “That’s right!  In Rom.; 3:23 (show from Bible) God tells us that all have sinned.”





Volunteer:  “We learned that God is Holy, but He also loves us and made a way for us to be forgiven of our sins.  What did His perfect Son, Jesus do for us?”





Child:  “He died on the cross for our sins.”





Volunteer:  “He didn’t stay dead did He?  Can you tell me what happened?”





Child:  “He came back to life on the third day.”





Volunteer:  “That’s right!  God tells us about it in 1 Cor. 15:3, 4 (show verse).”





Volunteer:  Last week we talked about the verse from the Bible that says, ‘But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become a child of God, even to the ones who believe on His name.’  Do you remember praying and telling God that you wanted to be one of His children?”





Child:  “Yes.”





Volunteer:  “Can you tell your parents what Jesus did for you?”





Child:  “I told God that I knew I had done wrong, and that I believed that Jesus died on the cross and came back to life and I asked Him to make me one of His children.”





Volunteer speaking to parents:  “As you can see, ____________ (child’s name) has received Christ as his Savior and we just wanted you to be aware of his decision.  We wanted to encourage your family in attending church to help in your child’s growth as a new believer.”








Use this opportunity to give a salvation invitation to the parents if the Spirit leads in such a way.





Also, you can let the parents know of one or two activities that the church may have going on that would interest the family.





This is just a sample script and it should be adapted (make it your own) to your particular situation and style. 





	     





Child:  “Yes.”





Volunteer:  “Can you tell your parents what Jesus did for you?”





Child:  “I told God that I knew I had done wrong, and that I believed that Jesus died on the cross and came back to life and I asked Him to make me one of His children.”





Volunteer speaking to parents:  “As you can see, ____________ (child’s name) has received Christ as his Savior and we just wanted you to be aware of his decision.  We wanted to encourage your family in attending church to help in your child’s growth as a new believer.”








Use this opportunity to give a salvation invitation to the parents if the Spirit leads in such a way.





Also, you can let the parents know of one or two activities that the church may have going on that would interest the family.





This is just a sample script and it should be adapted (make it your own) to your particular situation and style. 





	     








