Giving a Clear Invitation

It is very important that your invitation be clear.  There are generally 5 steps in an invitation to an unsaved child:

1. Review – Review the problem (sin) and solution (the person and work of Jesus Christ)

2. Invitation Verse – This should be a verse that includes the condition and promise of God.  Read this verse from your open Bible then briefly explain it. Be sure to use the wording from the verse. Some examples are below:
	Verse
	Condition
	Promise

	John 3:16
	Believe
	Everlasting life

	John 1:12
	Believe, receive
	Child of God

	Romans 10:13
	Call
	Saved

	Acts 16:31
	Believe
	Saved

	John 6:47
	Believe
	Everlasting life

	John 20:31
	Believe
	Have life


3. Close your eyes and bow your head

4. Personal question:

· Explain the seriousness of this decision

· Use the terminology in the invitation verse to invite the child to show his desire to receive Christ.


Example: If the invitation verse was John 1:12 “Receiving the Lord Jesus as your personal Savior is a very serious decision that only you can make for yourself.  If you want to receive Jesus as your Savior and you have never done that before, show me by raising your hand.”

· Other ways the child may respond:

· “ Come and stand beside me”

· “Go to (name specific place) and talk with __________.”

5. Separate from group – when the children come to the location you indicated, follow the suggestions on the “Counseling a Child Who Responds to the Invitation” handout.

Example:
God cannot be first in your life until you believe on Him as your Savior from sin.  1 If you are willing to admit to God that you have sinned, and you believe that the Lord Jesus suffered and died to take the punishment for your sin and came alive again, you can be saved today. 2 The Bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31). That means to believe that Jesus is the only one who can save you from the punishment of sin.  3 Everyone bow your head and close your eyes. 4 This is a very important decision so pay close attention to what I’m going to say next.  If you have never believed on the Lord Jesus as your Savior from your sin and would like to do that today, please show me by raising your hand.  Put your hands down and look up at me. After I pray, we’re going to sing a song.  5 If you raised your hand to show me that you would like to believe on Jesus as your Savior, I want you to meet me at the back and I will show you from God’s Word how you can do that.  Let’s pray.  (Pray then, as the song leader comes up and asks everyone to stand, say…) Those who raised their hands, meet me at the back.

