Handling Discipline in the Good News Club
A. Pray and ask God for a discerning spirit in handling discipline with love.  Pray daily for the child.  Clearly teach God’s Word and give the child every opportunity to receive Christ.

      B.   Many discipline problems can be avoided before they arise by using this checklist:
a. Can the child see and hear?

b. Is there something going on with the child at school or home?  Are the grade shepherds making phone calls to have more understanding into the child’s life?
c. Is the club area ready when the child arrives? Are snacks and name tags out and are the volunteers ready?
d. Is the teacher prepared and teaching in a dynamic and enthusiastic way and on an age-appropriate level?

e. Does the child see the correct behavior modeled by adults?  Are adults listening and participating during club?
f. Are the rules clear and consistently enforced?

g. Does the club schedule offer a variety of activities and teachers?

h. Is more attention given to positive behavior than negative?

      C.   Intervene early while the problem is still small.  Some ideas include:

a. Insert the problem child’s name during the teaching time, perhaps asking a question.

b. Move toward the child having a problem.

c. Have a grade shepherd or an additional helper sit near the child.

d. Touch the child lightly on the shoulder. Discern what can be ignored and what should be addressed.
e.   Use the quiet seat prize as an incentive/reward.

D. Discipline should always be done in love.  Steps of Intervention (in order):
a. Differentiate between the problem behavior and the child when talking with the child.

b. Give the child a warning and let the child know that a behavior that hurts another person or hinders others from listening will not be tolerated.   Warn the child that if the behavior continues then you will call the child’s parents.

c. Talk with the parent over the phone.  Together determine the intervention.  Invite the parent to attend the club.

d. If all the above steps have been evaluated and implemented, talk with the child privately to be assured he understands the consequences.  
· Assign the child a “special” seat during club.  If he continues to misbehave, then take child to the office and call parent for immediate pick-up. Stay with the child and let the child explain the behavior to the parent.

· If the parent is called for immediate pick-up, the child should miss the next club.  Be sure to welcome the child back with a smile when he returns!
· If misbehavior continues, the child may need to miss club for a definitive time period to be established between the parent and the club coordinator.  God wants all children to hear the Gospel, but steps must be taken to keep one child from hindering the others from hearing the teaching and enjoying the club.
E. Please email or call the CEF office as situations are warranted.  We want to hear from you before hearing from the parent.  Office 292-5842, BJ 968-1200 (h) or 275-3126 (c)
