Options for Advertising Your School Good News Club
* What to do if the school won’t let you send home permission slips in the student’s folders.

1.  Pray—it’s the foundation before doing anything else.

2. Ask the principal if you can be at the Registration Night.  Usually, this is just a day or two before school starts. Almost all parents bring their children to this to meet the teacher.  Ask to set up a display area and hopefully the principal will let you have someone there and that you can be inside the school.  Otherwise set up outside the school which is legal because it is public property.


3.  Ask the principal if you can speak at the first PTO/Open House meeting for 2 minutes to the parents.  Ask if you can set up a display area for this time.

4.  Ask if you can include a blurb in the school newsletter about the club. Include in this that parents can pick up permission slips in the "community area" that all schools are suppose to have.  Include your contact info in the newsletter blurb.

5.  If you are still struggling with reaching the parents, ask the principal for the database of students.  Some secretaries will run the labels for you, especially if you offer to bring the labels.  Otherwise, take the database and run the labels.  The problem is that sometimes the school and the coordinator's computers are not compatible.   The database is public information and they have to give it to you legally according to the first amendment.  Any parent who doesn't want their info released will have an opportunity to sign a form saying so.  That gives you access to their info.

6.  If all else fails, find out if the school has a student directory.  Use this and type in the addresses to mail the forms.  You'll have everyone but the ones attending for the first time this year.

7.  Remember to always show Christ's love and compassion.  The staff would love to have muffins and juice during one of the workdays.  Offer to “stuff” folders for the beginning of school and ask if you could include your permission slip. 
* Other ways to promote the club after it has started (based on approval by school):

1. Place a sign (wire prongs like political candidates use) outside near the car line that says:  Good News Club today.  The school may even place your activity (GNC) on their marquee. 

2. Have a booth at the Fall Festival sponsored by the GNC and have permission forms available.

3. Give extra points to children who bring a friend.  Make sure to always have permission slips available for the clubbers to take home to their friends.

4. Give out the GNC shirt and give extra points to the children who wear them on club day.

5. Hand out permission slips to parents in the car line.  

6. If the school has an after-school program, get the director’s name and number from the school secretary. Ask the after-school director if you can come to the program and tell the children about the GNC and hand out permission slips.  If you can’t speak to the children, ask the after-school director if she’ll hand out the permission slips to the children in the after-school program.  This works well for after-school programs run by the YMCA or other groups that are not a part of the school district.

* Options for returning permission forms:

1. Ask to place a GNC box in the common area or office where children can return their permission slips.

2. Ask if the children can return them to the home room teacher, who would then bring it to the GNC box.

3. Include a return address and/or envelope when mailing out the permission forms.

