Year End Suggestions
END OF YEAR PARTY
Plan an awards/graduation program and invite the parents to attend.  If a child will receive a special award, the grade shepherd should communicate this to the parents.

1. Awards Ideas

· give 1st, 2nd, 3rd place awards for the following categories:

· most verses memorized that year

· most Wonder Devotional pages done

· attendance

· Christian character

· Most Improved

· if you have a large club, you could do any of the above for each grade

· give the winning team their special prize

· give each child their Wonder Devotional book for the summer.  Explain this to the parents and offer an incentive for bringing it back at the beginning of the next school year’s club
· Gideon Bibles can be given out by a Gideon. Contact Buddy Smith at 444-3197 or a Gideon in your church.


2. Graduation Ideas

· Recognize the 5th graders separately – think of something special about each and give each a certificate (ex: Most Faithful, Best Memorizer, Friendliest, etc).
· Give each a Bible or other Christian book to encourage spiritual growth.
· Give each a verse printed on special paper and/or framed (ex: Ps. 119:11).
· Have a grade helper or pastor give a brief challenge/charge to the 5th graders.
· Purchase graduation caps & have 5th graders march up to front to Pomp & Circumstance.
3. Program Ideas
· Make sure to give the Gospel clearly for this program.  You may teach a lesson that you had to skip during the year or simply use a Gospel Activity from during the year.  You could teach the Wordless Book and give each child a bracelet (or other WB memento). 

· Review the last series by playing a review game, have each grade come up and say one of the memory verses, or give a brief overview.
· Have the children sing some of their favorite songs for the parents.
· Close with prayer and/or special refreshments. This would replace snack at the beginning.
KEEP YOUR GNC TEAM ENCOURAGED

1. Write each a personal note of thanks and include a small token of appreciation.

2. Recognize your team before the church.  Set up a time to report to the congregation about the club, sharing blessings and thanks to all who helped and especially to the Lord who enabled.

3. Don’t require that workers commit to next year yet.  Wait until after July 4th to start compiling your team for next year.
SERVE THE SCHOOL

1. Bring a meal or refreshments to the teacher’s lounge in early May during PAC testing.  Be sure to indicate it is from the GNC and your church.

2. Encourage others in the church who are not involved in the GNC to consider helping at risk children learn to read.  There is a tutorial program that will make it easy to teach these children effectively.  The schools have been amazed at the results.  For additional information, contact Jeanette Oliphant at 244-6380.

Awards, prizes, etc. can be purchased at Wilson’s, dollar stores, or www.orientaltrading.com

